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W
ho hasn’t accidentally
pressed the delete
button late at night

when you’re tired and bleary
eyed? Then you empty the trash
and the file’s gone. Or maybe
your hard drive has crashed and
there’s still vital data on it.What
are you going to do? 

Well, if you’re smart you’ll
have backed up and these
mishaps won’t matter too much.
But since hardly anyone bothers
you’ll have to resurrect that lost
file using some software. Prosoft,
makers of Data Rescue (reviewed
in MacFormat issue 140) has now
released its Data Safety Suite, a
package of software that
bundles Data Rescue, Data
Recycler and Data Backup.

Data Backup does pretty
much what you’d imagine. It’s as
easy to use as the Finder, yet

there are some advanced
features should you want to use
them. For instance, you can
create bootable backups,
scheduled backups, mirror
backups, version backups and
incremental backups.You can
also decide which files shouldn’t
be included in a backup. So
virtually everything is covered.
It’s easy enough to use that 
you should find it foolproof to
make backups.

Data Recycler makes the
recovery of deleted files a cinch.
You can even recover deleted
photos from iPhoto. However, if
you do want to thoroughly
dispose of a file, then you can
invoke the file shredder to
completely expunge the data
from your Mac.

Finally, Data Rescue offers the
ability to resurrect crashed hard

drives. Data Rescue can
sometimes mount drives that
other utilities fail to find.
Unfortunately, Data Rescue can’t
repair a duff drive, but it does its
best to save data. However, you

do need a second hard drive on
which to restore the data.We
suggest you try out the demo
first (www.prosofteng.com),
before parting with your cash.
Mark Sparrow

RETRIEVE AND RECOVER DATA

Data Safety Suite

S
top! There is another way of
speeding up your internet
connection other than

moving house. Even if you don’t
live in a broadband-enabled
area, there’s still a way of getting
a superfast connection.

ONSPEED is a very clever
piece of software that uses real-
time compression to speed up
your surfing.The compression
takes place at each end of the
line to boost data throughput.
You connect to the internet
through ONSPEED’s bank of
servers, but still use your existing
ISP to get online.The ONSPEED
servers compress the data that
you request before sending it
down the line to you.When the
data arrives on your Mac it’s
instantly decompressed.The
result is that your old modem
connection suddenly seems very

fast. It’s like using a high-speed
version of StuffIt at each end of
your phone line and having the
compression/decompression
working on-the-fly.

So ONSPEED is good news for
56K modem users to connect to
the internet, but what about
broadband users? Can the same
principle be applied to boost a
broadband connection? Yes.
ONSPEED will also put a rocket
in your router and speed up
your existing cable or ADSL
connection. In fact, ONSPEED will
work on any connection from
modem to a T1 connection –
even GPRS via a mobile phone!

ONSPEED may sound too
good to be true, but it really
works.You’re limited to using
Safari and Internet Explorer as
your browsers, but that isn’t a
big problem. Also, your email

downloads won’t be increased
as attachments, as they are
already as squashed as much as
they can be. Special algorithms
exist for downloading images
and PDFs, and you can select to

download previews rather than
full JPEGs on websites.To see a
full-resolution image, right-click
on it and it will appear in a flash.
Try out the demo on the CD.
Mark Sparrow

MODEM USE AT BROADBAND SPEEDS

$149 When all other solutions have failed… try this

£25 Don’t move home because you can’t get ADSL, get ONSPEED instead

CONTACT INFO

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

Telephone
001 877 477 6763
URL www.prosofteng.com

G3, Mac OS X 10.1.5, 128MB RAM,
second hard drive or network volume
for recovered files

FOR AND AGAINST

VERDICT

“Prosoft’s DSS is a great suite
but perhaps a little expensive.
It will show deleted files,
but you won’t be able to
recover them.”

Mac OS X native
Mounts disks other apps can’t see
Nice and easy backups
You may never need it
Can’t repair drives
Needs a second hard drive

CONTACT INFO

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

Telephone
08707 585 859
URL www.onspeed.com

PowerPC G3 333 MHz Processor, Mac OS
X 10.2 and above. Supported browsers:
Microsoft Internet Explorer, Netscape,
Safari 1.0 and above

FOR AND AGAINST

VERDICT

“If you can’t see broadband
coming to an exchange near
you, give ONSPEED a shot.”

Speeds up browsing
Increases download speeds
Small and well-programmed
Annual subscription
Only works with Safari and IE
Doesn’t speed up email… yet

ONSPEED

If you’ve accidentally deleted some files, try Prosoft’s Data Safety Suite to find those lost items.

If you can’t get broadband, all is not lost. ONSPEED gives your dial-up connection a mighty boost.
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